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REMEMBRANCES…... 
 
Here are some excerpts of essays written by members 
and friends of the church, describing how a mother (or 
grandmother, aunt, sister, or female friend) influenced 
their Christian faith. These essays were read to the con-
gregation on Mother’s Day. Lynn LaRue was the origina-
tor of this project.  
 
“I have so many amazing childhood memories, but one 
that will always stand out in my mind is how, every night, 
my mom would come into my room, kneel with me at my 
bedside, and we would pray. My mom always instilled in 
me strong Christian values, passed down from genera-
tion to generation, and one day I will teach my children all 
the things my mother taught me.”                  Ellie LaRue 
 
“She has a very tender spot in her heart for the Lord and 
also is not afraid to question His ways. She believes that 
once Jesus saves He never leaves and if you stray, He 
will go after you. The daily working out of her faith in-
spires me to do the right things and work out my own sal-
vation by...serving, loving, believing the best, forgiving 
the worst and caring for others—even the unlovely and 
the unexpected.”                             Lesa (Grant) Paylor  
 
“Mildred Copen (Gary’s Mom) was my Sunday School 
teacher for many years. I still think of her and know she 
influenced my faith.”               Diana (Chaney) Dubuque 
 
My mom told me, “You are going to Sunday School 
whether you like it or not!”                    Bill McHenry 
 
“My grandmother is the one who told me about the Bible. 
She was a quilter. When she would set up her quilting 
frame, I would pretend it was a tent. As I sat under her 
quilting frame, my grandma would tell me Bible stories.”             
                                   Ruby Edwards 
 
“My mother gave me the foundation and Christian faith to 
face each day with a positive attitude and the strength 
and inner peace to look to the future. Thanks Mom!”               
             Love, Rick Howry 
 
“My mother had a huge impact on my faith. She taught us 
kids about Jesus and the great love of Our Heavenly Fa-
ther. She didn’t just live the Christian life on Sunday. She 
set an example of a Christian woman daily. One of her 
last scriptures she told to me was 1 Corinthians 13:13. 
There are three things that remain—–faith, hope, and  

love—and the greatest of these is love. She truly showed 
that to us and others. Thanks Mom, I miss you.“         
           Love, Janet Long Howry 
 
 
“When I was a kid I had trouble understanding what 
heaven was all about. The word “paradise” came up alot 
when people talked about heaven. The travel channel 
shows images of paradise with beaches and sunsets. 
When I was a kid we went to Florida every year and I 
hated it. To me the beach meant sunburn and sand 
crabs. I didn’t think heaven was a place I wanted to end 
up especially for eternity, another word I could not com-
prehend. Then my mom  told me that my heaven is not 
the same as someone else’s heaven. My heaven would 
have the people and animals and things that bring me 
joy. ‘This one almighty God, maker of heaven and earth 
is also my God and he knows everything about me, the 
good and the bad and He loves and forgives me.’”  
                   Lynn LaRue 
 
 
“I was shocked when my mother, at 43 years old, a per-
son who was never sick and always very healthy was  
diagnosed with a brain tumor. I felt cheated and did not 
have any faith and was very angry with God. I had to 
watch my mother suffer. She had to try to raise a 9 year 
old daughter and deal with chemo..feeling so drained and 
knowing she was losing the battle. But she never one 
second out of all that she went through, never questioned 
why God was doing this to her. She wrote that she 
wanted to be an example for others and maybe she could 
change someone’s life and they would be as close to 
God as she was. Because of her...many lives were 
changed.”                         Nan Conner 
 
 
“My mother lived her faith and influenced me and many 
others through her example. She taught Sunday School, 
directed church programs, visited people in their homes 
to encourage them to come to church... all the while 
working fulltime and raising two daughters. She was diag-
nosed with leukemia and almost died from the first round 
of rigorous chemotherapy. When she went into remission 
and her strength returned, she brought hope and encour-
agement to other patients in the hospital. Her strength 
and unfaltering faith were an example to all. That was the 
legacy she left her family and friends—a constant and 
unwavering faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
       Gail Sargent 



AUGUST BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY 

1 James Baldwin; Kim-
berly Miller; Andrea 
Iery; Dee Ann 
Cleaver Parker; Alan 
Riede 

 

2 Justin Cormany 
Shirley Jones 
Dana Cleaver Miller 

 

3 Marjorie Cleaver  

4 Judy Eichelbarger  

5 Frank Lucas  

6 Ellie LaRue 
Linda Williams 

Mark & Carolyn  
Bailey 

7 Tonya Studer  

8 Jennifer Goodwin 
Steinmetz 

Wendy (Goodwin) & 
Suraj Ramalingam 

9 Karen Vinup 
 

Paul & Judy Long; 
Mike & Cathy      
Williams  

10  Jim & Ottielenna 
Baldwin; Dallas & 
Kristen Roy 

11  Tim & Ginny       
Williams 

12 Jerry Chaney 
Steve Elmore 

 

14 Staci Humpert  

16 Lauren Riede 
Kyle Williams 

Gary & Cindy Couch; 
Craig & Virginia 
Grantham 

17 Jimmy Decker  

18 Richard Brandenburg  

19  Harry & Annette 
Schoellman 

20 Gregg Bruns Orin & Lucile Chaney 

21 Lainee Studer  

22  Mike & Melissa 
Myers 

23 Erskine Edwards Brad & Cindy 
O’Donnell 

24 Jesse Taylor Joe & Pam Riede; 
John & Margaret 
Howland 

27 Maggie Vance Rex & Lynn LaRue 

30 Sylvan Goodwin, Jr. 
Lisa Howry Senter 

 

AUGUST           BIRTHDAY     ANNIVERSARY

OFFICE HOURS 
 
Pastor Kevin will make pastoral visits depending on 
his class schedule. Call Kevin at 513-754-1223 to set 
a specific time. 
 
For special needs, you may call the church at 513-
877-2661. Kevin will check the messages twice each 
day. In an emergency situation, you may call his 
home phone number at 513-754-1223 or cell phone at 
513-505-8675. 



Bethel Murdoch Presbyterian Church (our sister church in Loveland) as they search for a minister. 
Adelyn Chamberlain, 2 year old grand niece of Neal and Colleen Chamberlain. On dialysis since birth; kidney transplant hopefully 
this summer. 
Bill Hausien (brother-in-law of Brooks and Marlyn Holtzclaw) recovering from heart attack 
Alice Jones in ICU after suffering a stroke on 8/1. 
Ian McClain , 4 year old boy (family friends of George and Louisa Rise) undetermined gastro intestinal problems. 
Bill McHenry recovering from surgery for a dislocated knee when he fell at home.  
Doug (Jennifer Waters’ co-worker), wife Tracy and their 3 kids, Jenny, Rosie, & Allen. Serious injuries in car accident in FL.  
Peggy Stratton fell and broke the ball in her upper arm (at the shoulder) cannot drive - had surgery 7/12.  
Nancy Waters (Pastor Kevin’s mom) recovering at home from hip surgery. 

Orin and Lucile Chaney; Lillian Conover (formerly attended here) heart; Ralph Caskey (Missy Myers’ cousin) cancer treat-
ments; Arene Cullen (Gary Copen’s neighbor) had successful heart surgery but will need more surgery; Carol Hensey (Mel’s 
wife) breathing difficulties; Ruby and Dewey Herrin (former Pleasant Plain residents) - Ruby - in Continental Manor in Blan-
chester and Dewey - in Ohio Veteran's Home in Georgetown (addresses of these facilities are listed below); Paul Klafter (Dave’s 
father) diabetes; David Myer (Judy Long’s brother) cancer and epilepsy.      

Ann Carter — (Bill King’s sister) Sunrise Manor, 3434 State Route 132  Rm #40, Amelia OH 45102 
Edward Chapman—Ohio Veteran’s Home Agency, 2003 Veteran’s Blvd., Georgetown OH 45121 
Janice Fisher Daugherty —(sister of Virginia Brown and Bob Fisher) Sunrise Manor, 3434 S.R. 132, Amelia OH 45102.  
Florence Foxbower— Continental Manor, 820 E. Center St., Room 102, Blanchester OH 45107 
John John Keller—Venetian Gardens, 1650 S.R. 28, Loveland, OH 45140 
Charlene Lind — Brookwood Retirement Community, Apt. 2211, 12100 Reed Hartman Highway, Cincinnati OH 45241 
Delois Patterson—(mother of Darlene Wilkerson) Otterbein, Matthews Hall, 585 North St. Rt. 741, Lebanon OH  45036 
Kay Sumpter (daughter of Les and Pat) has multiple sclerosis. 201 Mound Ave., Apt. 154, Milford 45150 
Les Sumpter —Venetian Gardens, 1650 S.R. 28, Loveland, OH 45140 (suffered a stroke) 

All US solders stationed overseas. Area soldiers, many of whom are in the Middle East: Jeremiah Cooper (Missy Myers’ 
cousin, US Army; Joseph Decker (son of Cindy Decker) US Navy in Bahrain;  Chris Edwards (grandson of Erskine and Ruby Ed-
wards) US Navy; Frank Lucas (grandson of Bill and Judy Eichelbarger) US Navy, deployed to Guam; Dr. Reid Holtzclaw, Com-
mander US Navy at Bremerton Naval Hospital in WA; Dr. Suezanne Holtzclaw, Commander US Navy, in Afghanistan; (son and 
daughter-in-law of Brooks and Marlyn Holtzclaw); Shane McGee (friend of Jennifer Waters) in Iraq; Josh Shaw and Jonathan 
Neat (sons-in-law of Margaret Howland); Stephen Proctor on third tour of duty in the Middle East, now in Afghanistan; Andrew 
Schnell (grandson of Ivy Schnell) in Afghanistan; Brian Smetzer, Army Reserves, Afghanistan (nephew of Dave and Rosie 
Klafter); Brian Tyler (grandson of Merrill and Carole Miller) serves on the George H. W. Bush aircraft carrier; David Volkman 
(from Bethel Murdoch Church) on third tour of duty in Iraq. 
 
Safety and security within the U.S. and for Americans abroad. Peace in Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Israel, Pakistan and other Middle 
East hotspots. Prayers for President Obama and government leaders. Prayers for all those suffering job losses and bankruptcies. 
Prayers for earthquake, drought, fire, and flood victims throughout the world. 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE WITH CARDS, CALLS, VISITS,  
   LETTERS, AND PRAYERS 

FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

LONG TERM AND/OR CHRONIC ILLNESSES  

SHUT-INS 

WORLD AND NATIONWIDE 

SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILIES OF: 

Charlie Anderson, Sr. (4/28) Charlie Jr.s’ father and father-in-law of Lisa Bradley Anderson; Jim Capretta (7/8) husband of Gayle 
Hines; Barbara Eckles (8/2) of Morrow; Bill Fischbach (4/17) Kim Taylor’s father;  Jerry Grant (4/9) husband of Mary Grant; 
Judy Gragg (5/23) sister-in-law of Mary Grant; Ralph Jones (8/2); Carolyn Curran Kelly  (6/21) mother of Pat Justison;  PFC 
Russell Madden (6/23) killed in combat, from Bellevue KY, Dana Cleaver Miller knows the family ; John McNees (6/21) good 
friend of Irene Voss; Larry Osborn (4/24) of Morrow; Louis G. Pappas (6/17) owner of Family Deli in Goshen; Leroy Price 
(7/22) former neighbor of the Long families; Todd Thackston (7/26) father of Nick Thackston and Maggie Broughton; Mary Woh-
lers (4/23)  in CA, former member. 



DATE FELLOWSHIP GREETERS/USHERS NURSERY ADULT/
HELPER 

ACOLYTES 

August 1 VBS Lunch; all bring Hilda & Liz Hines   

August 8     

August 15     

August 22 Ladies Aid    

August 29 Carry in Lunch    

  CHURCH HELPERS  

PRAYER LIST REQUESTS — NOTE CHANGES 
 
 *     There is no longer a prayer concerns list in the weekly bulletin.  
 *     If you would like someone added to the telephone prayer chain, contact Judy Long at 877-2913. 
 *     If you would like someone added to the email prayer and information chain, contact Gail Sargent 
                        (gailsargent20@hotmail.com) 
 *     If you would like someone added to the newsletter prayer list, contact Gail Sargent (gailsargent20@hotmail.com) 

UPCOMING DATES—MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Bible Study (weekly)   Wednesdays at 1 PM in fellowship hall 
Chimes     See Bob Chain for info  
Choir      Sunday mornings, following  worship 
 
VBS program and carry in lunch August 1, Sunday 10 AM   
Holy Communion   August 8, Sunday 
Healing Touch    August 14, Saturday, 9:30 AM—12:30 PM 
Prayer and Bible Study Group August 16, Monday at 7 PM 
Session     August 18, Wednesday at 7 PM  
Ladies Aid      August 19, Thursday at 7 PM 
Little Miami Food Pantry   August 23, Monday and August 27, Friday 9 AM-Noon 
Village Voices and carry in lunch August 29, Sunday 10 AM  

LITURGIST FOR AUGUST: Larry Morgan  

FLOWERS FOR AUGUST:  Duvelius family 

Help fill in
 the blanks! 

HOTLINE!!! 
 
If anyone would like to be included on the church information and prayer request email group, please notify me 
(gailsargent20@hotmail.com) and give me your email address. If you would like your name removed from this list, 
please notify me as well. If you would like to be on the mailing list for the church newsletter, please provide me with 
your mailing address. Also let me know if you no longer wish to receive the newsletter. ��� �
� � � � � � � � � � � � ��������������������  



 UPCOMING EVENTS 

VILLAGE VOICES 
 
The Village Voices from St. Paul’s Retirement Center 
will be performing for us during worship service on 
August 29. We will host them afterwards with a cov-
ered dish luncheon. They performed for us in the past 
and it was a very enjoyable event. Rex LaRue’s father 
is a resident at the retirement center.  

HOLY COMMUNION FOR HOME BOUND 
 
Pastor Brooks Holtzclaw will come to 
your home and give communion to those 
unable to attend church. He will be accom-
panied by a session member. Contact 
Steve Sargent (877-2845) if you would 
like to receive communion at home.  

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
 
Next Food Pantry Work Dates: Monday, August 23  
and Friday, August 27 from 9AM - Noon. 
 
Items needed: jiffy mixes, cake mixes, saltine crack-
ers, dried beans, hamburger helper, instant  potatoes, 
jelly and jams, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  
 
Thanks to June and July helpers: Ruby Edwards, Liz 
Hines, Brooks and Marlyn  Holtzclaw, Paul Long, 
Milan Myers and Connie Vaughn 
 
Little Miami Food Service Charity Golf Outing  
 Saturday, September 11th, 2010  
 Tee Times Starting at 11:00 AM  
 Deer Track Golf Course  
 Four Person Scramble: $65.00 per person, 
 includes golf, cart, lunch and prizes  
 All proceeds benefit The Little Miami Food 
 Service Pantry 

         Entries must be paid by Sunday, August 29 
 
Make checks payable to: Little Miami Food Service  
c/o Deer Track Golf Course  
6160 State Route 727  
Goshen, OH 45122  
 
See Flyer on the bulletin board in fellowship hall. 
Contact Tim Coyle or Earl Wilkerson for more infor-
mation and/or if you plan to play. 
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     BETHEL MURDOCH                 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
 
   ICE CREAM SOCIAL  
    Saturday, August 14  
    4-7 PM 

Other food served as well as ice cream! 

MEN’S MINISTRY : Earl Wilkerson is developing a  
men’s ministry program. See Earl to offer support and 
ideas. 

BARN DANCE 
 

MIDWESTERN CHILDREN’S HOME BARN  
Long Spurling Road, Pleasant Plain 

 
September 25, Saturday 

4:30 PM 
 

IHN NEEDS FOR AUGUST: Hair brushes, hair hold-
ers, combs    

STILL COLLECTING….. 
 
Yes we are still collecting pop top tabs for Ronald 
McDonald House and medicine bottles—empty and 
labels removed, to go to Mathew 25 Ministries. 

BUY A SCRUBBIE: to benefit MHO, Friendship 
Connection and world missions. Last year, scrubbie 
sales financed three sewing machines for John Skeel’s 
ministry in Uganda. Scrubbies can be used to clean 
anything from dishwashing and clean up in the kitchen 
to removing tar and bugs from the car to spot removal 
on floors and carpets. They are offered in your choice 
of colors. Price  —  $1.00 
 
Matching Scrubbies, handmade dishcloths, pot holders, 
and various towels are all available and are great for 
gifts. Contact Marlyn Holtzclaw 899-3813 
(ohio3111@yahoo.com) or Becky Arendall 899-3777 
(becaren@gmail.com) for more information. Buy some 
of these useful wonder cleaners and help support our 
children, youth and missions. 

HOLY COMMUNION  
August 8  

 September 5 



�������

��	���
��

Taylor Frey and Joshua Hice were baptized June 6. They are 
the children of Shannon Morgan and grandchildren of Larry 
and Kathie Morgan. 

Bailey Vinup was baptized on April 18 (her birthday). She is 
the daughter of Angela and Dusty Vinup. Also pictured 
above is Bailey’s brother, Grant. 

Cindy Decker and three of her children, Devin, Jimmy 
and Alisha were baptized on June 27. See page 10 for  
their photo. 

Left ro right: Tiffany Hite, Liz and Nick Herrin (sponsors), 
and Nicole Elizabeth Hite, baptized April 11. Tiffany Hite is 
a good friend of Laura Duvelius. 

�
�

�
Jackie Cleaver and Bobby Shanesy were mar-
ried at Pleasant Plain Presbyterian Church on 
June 5 with Pastor Kevin Waters officiating. 
Jackie is the daughter of Dan and Tania Cleaver 
and granddaughter of Margie Cleaver. Jackie 
and Bobby are living in Pleasant Plain. 
 
Jennifer Goodwin and Joel Steinmetz were 
married June 18. Jennifer is the daughter of 
Bruce and Carole Goodwin of Pleasant Plain. 
The couple has purchased a home in Maine-
ville.  
 
Patrick Morgan and Lea Aromin were mar-
ried September 27, 2009 in Peoria, Arizona. 
Patrick is the son of Nancy and Rick McCarthy 
of Pleasant Plain, Ohio. Lea is the daughter of 
Leo and Melanie Aromin of Chandler, Arizona. 
Patrick and Lea met while students at Arizona 
State University. They now reside in Seattle, 
Washington where Lea completed her Masters 
in Social Work at University of Washington. 
Patrick is working for Google Maps in Kirk-
land, Washington. 

Bella Nichole, April 17,  
granddaughter of Teri Fritsch. 
 
Samantha Lilly, April 22,  
granddaughter of Craig Grantham. 
 
Cassidy Lucas, August 1, to 
Aimee and Frankie Lucas, making 
Judy and Bill Eichelbarger great 
grandparents and Orin and Lucile 
Chaney great great grandparents.  

��

�����
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John Skeel visited our church on April 25 and 
did a presentation on his trip to Africa. He 
showed us photos of the vocational school that 
our donations have helped to build. Afterwards 
he visited Ralph and Alice Jones who have 
been strong supporters of the school project.  
Health issues had prevented Alice and Ralph 
from attending church. We missed them very 
much. [Ralph passed away August 2, 2010.] 
 
Pictured at left: Alice Jones, John Skeel, and 
Ralph Jones.  

John Skeel Visits Pleasant Plain 

 

RECOGNITION OF CHURCH      
OFFICERS:  FORMER & CURRENT 
 
On Sunday, June 13 we honored our 
church officers. Steve Sargent gave some 
history and information about the offi-
cers. He noted that Paul and Judy Long 
were the only husband and wife who 
served as clerks of session. Paul’s grand-
father, M. Soth Long holds the record of 
clerk, having served for 29 years and 43 
years as ruling elder.  

Left to right: Judy Long (past clerk of session); Paul Long (past clerk of ses-
sion); Bev Chain (current treasurer); Brenda Dunlap (past clerk of session); 
Earl Wilkerson (current clerk of session), Roger Howry (past treasurer) 

Not Available for photo: Susan Cormany 
(past clerk of session); Alice Jones (past 
treasurer); Phyllis Keller (past clerk of 
session) 

 

RICK HOWRY  
AT GROUNDBREAKING 

CEREMONY 
 
Pleasant Plain church member 
and Harlan Township Trustee, 
Rick Howry spoke at the 
groundbreaking ceremonies 
on July 7 at the Hartz Moun-
tain facility on Long Spurling 
Road.  
 
Hartz is constructing a 50,000 
square foot building which 
will result in 100 new jobs in 
Pleasant Plain.  

SOFTBALL TEAMS  
 
Don’t forget to support the men’s and women’s 
softball teams by coming out for their games.  
 
In July, the women's team was in 2nd place with 
a record of 6-3. On July 26, we improved that to 
8-3 and should have taken 1st place. We have 
one regular season game on August 2, Monday 
night at Miami Meadows and then we will be 
playing in the tournament starting Monday,   
August 9th.                               Karyn Forman 



          KID’S KORNER 
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FRIENDSHIP CONNECTION 
RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

 
On Sunday, April 11, we recognized all who helped 
with Friendship Connection this past year. Larry Mor-
gan thanked parents, teachers, leaders, youth helpers 
and the FC kids. “It was a special year—a lot of chil-
dren were touched.”  Larry noted that 20—30 kids were 
there every Wednesday and that it takes a lot of people 
to provide Bible lesson, food, crafts, and more for this 
many children.  
 
FC Leaders: Jennifer Landacre and Susan Cormany 
Adult Helpers: Pastor Kevin and Jennifer Waters, 
Amy Brock (crafts) Judy Christman, Karyn Forman, 
Cindy O’Donnell, Dana Stamper (music) 
Adult Helpers (Meals): Jane Howland, Larry and 
Kathie Morgan, Mike Myers, Connie Vaughn, Marie 
Williams, Tim Williams 
Youth Helpers: Laura Bailey, Paige Decker, Katie 
Houghton, Heather and Zoe Landacre, Emily Lovin, 
Erin Myers, Brianna O’Cull 
 
Children with perfect attendance: Alisha and Jimmy 
Decker, Taylor Frey, Josh Hice, Autumn Lovin,            
Angus and Tucker O’Donnell. Two children missed 
only one meeting: Sarah Brock and Grace Waters. 

���	������
�
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Responsibilities: Choose curriculum with Christian Ed 
Committee, recruit teachers, schedule volunteers 

VBS PROJECT — YOUR HELP NEEDED 
 
School Supply Collection for local kids is a VBS 
project that will again benefit the Little Miami Food 
Pantry and Goshen schools. Please help by bringing 
items to church by August 15th. 
 
 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS! 
 
Thank you to all of our great volunteers who headed up 
our youth programs this year:  
 
Jennifer Landacre and Susan Cormany – Friendship 
Connection 
Missy Myers – Children’s Church 
Laura Duvelius – MHO 
Pam Riede – Sunday School 
Jennifer Waters - Nursery 
 
A big thank you to everyone who helped them put on 
such high-quality programs for our youth. 
 
Coming Soon…… 
Our youth programs will begin again in the fall. Sunday 
School and Children’s Church will begin Sunday,  
September 12. Watch your bulletin and newsletter for 
more information on all our programs.  
 
    Jeanne Chaney 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION RECOGNITION 
Sunday, May 23, 2010 

 
Jeanne Chaney, director, noted that Amber and Alyssa 
Chaney, Alisha Decker, and Lauren and Rich Riede did 
research projects on Biblical figures and had nearly 
perfect attendance at Sunday School this past year. 
 
Missy Myers has led Children’s Church for four years 
and her assistants were also recognized: Therese 
FitzSimmons, Janet Howry, Jennifer Landacre, and 
Pam Riede. Vic Jenkins was thanked for all his pa-
tience in assisting acolytes. Laura Duvelius “took on 
MHO and had a vision for it and a love in her heart for 
youth ministry”. She was assisted by Darlene 
Wilkerson and Mike Myers.  
 
Pay attention to “God tugging on your heart to lead and 
to serve.” 

Left to right: Taylor Frey, Unknown, Gracie Broughton, 
Grace Waters, Alisha Decker, Logan Williams 



Contact Laura Duvelius, MHO Youth Group 
Leader at email:  duv2008@yahoo.com  or phone 
899-9470 
 
The Youth Group needs snack donations for their 
meetings (soft drinks, cookies, chips, etc). There is a 
sign up sheet on the Youth bulletin board in fellowship 
hall. Contact Laura Duvelius for more information. 
( 899-9470). Meetings resume September 7. 
 
Don’t forget to use your Kroger card from MHO every 
time you go shopping. MHO gets a percentage back 
which helps finance our activities. See Laura if you 
need a card. 

We are doing a camp out on August 13. We will 
start meetings back up on September 7. We at-
tended a concert and a Reds game in April and had 
a Bible study during the summer led by Gary 
Stamper. 

MHO YOUTH GROUP — LOOKING AHEAD 
by Laura Duvelius 
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GRADUATES OF 2010 

Paige Decker — graduate of Goshen HS;  will attend 
NKU in the fall 
 
Heather Landacre — graduate of Little Miami HS; 
considering a career in pharmacy or teaching 
 
Not Pictured: Jennifer Goodwin, graduate of the Col-
lege of Mt. St. Joseph with a BS in Nursing 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 
Amber Chaney who won 2nd place in statewide com-
petition for the God, Flag, and Country Award. She 
read her prize winning essay during worship service 
on May 30. 
 
Matt Cleaver performing in a one-man play in an off 
Broadway theatre. Matt was also the author of the 
play. 
 
Pleasant Plain Presbyterian Church on its 94th an-
niversary on May 10. 

THANK YOU TO: 
 
Jerry Chaney who constructed a cabinet to hold choir 
music. It is in the sanctuary behind the piano. 
 
John Howland who brought a trailer load of mulch 
and has been doing garden cleanup at the church and 
to Judy Evans for helping to spread mulch. 

 
 
 
 
 
   Marilyn Huffaker  
 
Honored at Alumni Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marilyn Whitacre Huffaker was honored at the Goshen 
High School Alumni Banquet on May 8, 2010. At the 
112th Alumni event, she and four other GHS honorees 
were inducted into the Goshen Hall of Fame. She was 
recognized for her loyalty and years of excellent ser-
vice to the school district and its students. Many of her 
friends, relatives and former students were present, and 
she received a unanimous standing ovation. One 
speaker called her “the best kindergarten teacher”. Con-
gratulations to Marilyn and the other inductees (Jim 
Brown, Robert Winterburger, and Brian and David 
Poe). 
         Submitted by Gary Copen 

Paige Decker  Heather Landacre 



���������������	�
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Left to right: Jimmy Decker, Cindy Decker (new member), 
Alisha Decker, Devin Decker, and Judy Christman (new 
member). Cindy and the children were also baptized. 

Kim and Tim Coyle 
Craig Grantham 

Tom Hanson Jane Holcer 

Faith and Shirley Jones 

Larry Morgan 

Eddie and Janelle Sprandell with Elizabeth 

Karen Vinup 
Photos submitted by Gary Copen 



Judy Christman 
 
Judy was born and raised on a farm in Edenton in Clermont 
County, OH. She graduated from Blanchester High School. 
Later, she took non-credit courses in horticulture at Ohio 
State and Virginia University. She currently is a bookkeeper 
for two companies. In addition, she works for a research 
company and travels when needed to interview doctors, 
nurses and others in the medical field. 
 
She is married to Dick Christman. Adult children include 
Cindy Decker, Rick Fitzgerrel, twins Jerry and Perry Fitz-
gerrel and three step daughters: Trisha Christman, Cindi 
Minear and Robin Dillion.  
 
As a child, Judy attended Edenton Methodist Church and 
later, Goshen United Methodist where she did flower      
arrangements for the altar for many years. Her hobbies are 
reading, flowers and gardening. She was a flower show 
judge for 20 years.  
 
Ivan Muchmore invited her to visit our church. Judy and 
daughter Cindy decided to visit churches to see which one 
they liked best. They never went further than Pleasant Plain. 
Judy decided to join since she liked the church and the peo-
ple here. 

Cindy Decker 
 
Cindy is the daughter of Judy Christman. Cindy is married 
to Don Decker and they have five children: Joseph is in the 
US Navy; Paige (18) graduated from Goshen HS this spring 
and will be attending NKU; Devin (15) is in the marching 
band at Goshen HS; Jimmy (12) plays football at Goshen 
Middle School; Alisha (9) plays softball and is a cheer-
leader at Goshen. 
 
Cindy was born and raised in Goshen, graduated from 
Goshen HS, and is a paraprofessional. Her hobbies include 
walking. She formerly attended Goshen Methodist Church. 
She wants to become a member here to be part of the church 
family and to have her children learn more about the Bible. 

Tim and Kim Coyle 
 
Tim was born in Enon, Ohio and holds a degree in Hotel/
Restaurant Management  from Columbus State. We know 
him as the ice cream man who has brought his truck here on 
several occasions and supplied us with delicious ice cream 
cones. From August to June, he drives a school bus. He is 
married to Kim who was born and raised in Wilton, New 
Hampshire. Kim holds a BS in Biology from State Univer-
sity of New York at Oswego. She is currently working on 
an MBA degree at Xavier University. She is employed in 
research and development of medical diagnostics at Merid-
ian Bioscience. 
 
Their daughter Greta, age 13, is a student at Little Miami Jr. 
High. She has a horse and plays soccer. She recently did 
very well competing with her horse at the Warren County 
Fair.  
 
Tim’s hobbies include tennis, snow skiing, and the Cincin-
nati Reds and Bengals. Kim is busy going to school and 
taking Greta to her many activities but likes to read fiction 
to relax. 
 
Tim was raised in a Baptist church. Kim was raised Catho-
lic. Both attended St. Peter's United Church of Christ in 
Cincinnati. Greta was taking riding lessons from Lynn 
LaRue. The LaRues spoke highly of Pleasant Plain Presby-
terian and the Coyles decided to give it a try. They knew 
right away that this was the church for them. Per Kim, 
“Everyone has been so welcoming to us since the first ser-
vice we attended and I want to have the satisfaction of 
knowing that we are officially part of this church family.”  

Craig Grantham 
 
Craig was born and raised in Peoria, Illinois. He is a gradu-
ate of Millikin University and the University of Detroit. He 
is a chemist. He enjoys gardening and singing. At Pleasant 
Plain Presbyterian, he has sung solos, duets and is a member 
of the church choir. He is married to Virginia and has a 
daughter Sarah and granddaughter Samantha. 
 
Craig formerly attended Grace Presbyterian. He said it was 
Pastor Kevin Waters who interested him in coming to our 
church. 

Tom Hanson 
 
Tom Hanson is the son of Bev (Hanson) Chain and the late 
Tom Hanson, Sr. Tom was born and raised in Goshen and 
graduated from Little Miami HS. He is employed in produc-
tion/assembly and is interested in photography, computers, 
and sports. Vic Jenkins invited him to come to Pleasant 
Plain Presbyterian. Tom frequently serves as an acolyte. He  
wanted to join the church because “I enjoy the fellowship of 
being a member.” 

Jane Holcer 
 
Jane was born and raised in Cincinnati and graduated from 
the University of Cincinnati. She worked at University Hos-
pital for 28 years as an RN in Labor and Delivery. She 
“retired” for awhile but now works at Good Samaritan Hos-
pital in outpatient high risk obstetrics.  
 
She formerly owned a Canadian Summer Resort Lodge for 
21 years which she sold in 2006. Now her time is spent re-
habbing her 100 year old home, mowing the grass, garden-
ing, and traveling with her sister between visits to her chil-
dren and their families.  
 
She has four children (2 boys and 2 girls), all grown and 
living out of town. She has three grandchildren (2 boys and 
1 girl) with hopefully more to come since her youngest 
daughter got married on July 11 in Austin, Texas.  11 



Jane Holcer (continued) 
 
Jane was raised Catholic, but she has been a Presbyterian 
for 30 years. She lived in Pleasant Plain from 2005-2009, 
but didn’t really know anyone in the community. She at-
tended church here a few times. Then Brenda Howry invited 
her to a Ladies Aid meeting “where I was adopted and felt 
part of the church and community.”  She now wishes to 
become a member “to formalize the involvement that I’ve 
already had with the church. Even though I’ve moved away 
from Pleasant Plain, it’s worth the 30 minute drive!” 

Faith Jones 
 
Faith Jones was born and raised in Lynchburg, Ohio and 
graduated from Lynchburg HS. She was married to the late 
John J. Jones (deceased 2/11/2010) for 53 years.  
 
Faith retired from First National Bank of Blanchester where 
she was a full time employee for 32 years and part time 
employee for 9 years. Her hobbies include flowers and yard 
work, puzzles, dogs and puppies, and “watching her new 
great granddaughter grow.” 
 
Faith has three daughters: Beverly Jones, Karen Schuler, 
and Shirley Jones (who is also joining the church). Faith 
formerly attended the Butlerville United Methodist Church. 
However, she knew several members of Pleasant  Plain 
“who were very delightful people.”  She wished to become 
a member to “be in a closer family relationship with the 
members here and with our Lord.” 

Shirley Jones 
 
Shirley is the daughter of Faith Jones. She was born in Wil-
mington, Ohio and raised in Blanchester. She graduated 
from Little Miami HS. She is a stockbroker and has worked 
at J.D. Seibert and Company in Cincinnati for 24 years.  
 
She has a daughter Sarah Haines (28) who is married to 
Chris and they have a daughter Bella (1). Shirley enjoys 
being a granny to Bella. Her other hobbies are working in 
her flower beds, cooking and baking.  
 
Shirley attended Butlerville United Methodist Church for 40 
years. She was looking for a new church home and Pleasant 
Plain Presbyterian was the first one she visited. She said, “I 
never did try another one. I knew this was where I wanted 
to attend. I found a family here and I wanted to be a part of 
it.”  

Larry Morgan (continued) 
 
Larry was born and raised in Humphry, (Mout Olive) Ken-
tucky. He graduated from Woodward HS in Cincinnati. He 
was an auto mechanic for 36 years and then worked at Proc-
ter & Gamble for 12 years. He is retired. 
 
He is married to Kathie (for 52 years) and they have two 
children: Shannon (39) and Shawn who passed away at age 
31. Larry and Kathie are the active grandparents of Joshua 
Hice and Taylor Frey who attend church here. 
 
Larry was raised Southern Baptist. In Cincinnati, he and 
Kathie attended the Evendale Community Church  (which 
Kathie’s mother helped start). Both Larry and Kathie were 
very busy with “demanding” hobbies and work: 2 children, 
20 acre farm, horses, cattle, camping, hot rod racing and 
repair, purchase of ice cream parlor in Milford, auto me-
chanic business and more. “Then in 1994 our lives col-
lapsed when we lost our son to cancer.” What brought us to 
this church was the “outpouring of love and support from 
Tim Williams” and later from other members of the Pleas-
ant Plain Presbyterian Church. “I wanted to become a mem-
ber of this Bible based, scripture teaching, loving church.” 
 
Editor’s Note: I will print more of Larry’s story in the next 
newsletter. It is a heartfelt journey of finding God and put-
ting Him back in Larry’s life and of dealing with grief and 
depression through God’s help and the support of people in 
the Pleasant Plain Presbyterian Church. 

Larry Morgan 
 
Editor’s Note: Larry has been a fixture here for quite some 
time, often working behind the scenes to keep the church 
running smoothly. Most of you were surprised to discover 
that he was not already a member! 

Edward and Janelle Sprandel 
 
Ed was born and raised in Cincinnati, OH and graduated 
from Colerain HS. He is a realtor and farm owner. He is 
married to Janelle, a native of Newark, Ohio who is a 
graduate of Newark HS and University of Cincinnati. 
Janelle is also a realtor.  
 
Ed has a daughter Samantha (18) and together, Ed and 
Janelle have two daughters, Elizabeth (19 months) and Vic-
toria (7 months).  
 
Ed’s hobbies include golf, old tractors, and working with 
children around the farm. Janelle likes singing, crafts, and is 
into organization and community networking.  
 
Ed was raised Catholic. Prior to coming to Pleasant Plain 
Presbyterian, the Sprandels attended Crosspoint Community 
Church (Lutheran).   
 
They were encouraged to attend here by Steve Schoellman, 
Tim and Kim Coyle, the Howrys and the Foremans.  
 
Janelle likes “the small town feel of the church, the style of 
the pastor, the community outreach opportunities and the 
family opportunity that God has presented here.” 
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Karen Vinup 
 
Karen was born and raised in Blanchester Ohio and is a 
graduate of Blanchester HS. She is a business manager of a 
mental health practice.  
 
My life revolves around my children, Robin and Dusty, 
grandchildren, extended family and friends. Bailey, my 
youngest granddaughter, keeps me laughing and busy. I 
enjoy camping, traveling, cooking and just being with fam-
ily and friends.  
 
Children: Dusty Vinup—Dusty is 28 and is a firefighter and 
paramedic. His interests are many but first and foremost is 
being with Bailey. He enjoys sports (especially softball), old 
cars, and hunting.  
 
Robin (Vinup) Lawrence is 33 and resides in the Hyde Park 
area with her husband Robb. Robin is business manager of 
a medical staffing agency in Blue Ash. She enjoys garden-
ing, reading, traveling and being with Bailey.  
 
I previously attended Butlerville Methodist Church. 
 
We started attending Pleasant Plain Presbyterian after be-
ing invited by several members of the church. The friendly 
atmosphere, the bible based beliefs made the decision for 
us. I had made up my mind to  become a member due to the 
Christian direction of the church and the bible based teach-
ings. I also appreciated and was so taken by the love and 
support that the church family extends not only to members 
or visitors but to the entire community and beyond.  

LADIES AID NEWS & REPORT 
by Judy Eichelbarger, Secretary 
 
The Ladies Aid has had an active summer. In June we 
went to La Comedia for the play "Church Basement 
Ladies". We had lunch and watched the play. Everyone 
enjoyed both and the fellowship with each other was  
an added bonus. [Editor’s Note: Jennifer Waters’ niece 
was an actress in the play.] 
 
In July we had a swim/picnic party at Marie Williams’ 
house. We enjoyed the food and had a nice time to 
visit. Some hardy gals even got in the pool. It was an 
extremely hot day and it felt great. Thanks, Marie! 
 
We furnish fellowship each month on the Sunday after 
our meeting. On the Sundays no one is signed up, our 
group fills in. 
 
Next meeting is at the church, on August 19th with 
Dolores Myers and Marilyn Huffaker as hostesses. 
Hope to have a good turn out. Christmas in Pleasant  
Plain has been set for December 11th at the church. 
Lots of fun, food, and surprises. 

MISSION PRAYER CANDLE 
 
The mission prayer candle is lit each 
Sunday to commemorate a special 
group or project. The candle is a re-
minder to pray for the special group. 
The candle is located on the piano in 
the sanctuary. Groups prayed for dur-
ing the past few months have included: 
women of the church, men of the 
church, children at risk, a solution to 
the oil spill in the Gulf, the military, the food pantry, 
our country, the people of Chile and Haiti and more.  

HEALING TOUCH MINISTRIES 
 
Healing Touch techniques are offered at Pleasant Plain 
Presbyterian Church on a monthly basis starting on the 
second Saturday of the month. The appointment times 
are between 9:30 am and 12:30 pm. and each lasts be-
tween 30 to 40 minutes. There will be 3 to 5 energy 
practitioners or “healers”. The dates HT will be avail-
able are August 14, September 11, October 9, and No-
vember 13. It will not be available in December at 
Pleasant Plain.  
 
You may see/call Judy Evans (HTP level 5) for your 
appointment. 513-899-2333 
(judithevans@roadrunner.com). She will call the Mon-
day/Tuesday before the Saturday with your appoint-
ment time. There is no charge, but donations are ac-
cepted to cover the cost of using the building and for 
missions in need---all monetary gifts are given to the 

Phyllis Keller 
 Celebrated her 90th birthday on May 8 
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Women of God Tea Party 

Thank you to Tracy Duvelius and her commit-
tee for the Women of God Tea Party held at the 
church on May 23.  
 
By Grace group performed special music. Rev. 
Torie Front was the guest speaker and used all 
kinds of tea imagery in her message. 
 
Connie Vaughn loaned her 600+ piece, rose 
patterned china collection for the event.  
 
Proceeds from the tea party were used to assist 
a women’s health clinic in an area of need. 
 
Everyone enjoyed the wide variety of hats and 
creative costumes.  

Fishing at Oeder’s Lake Picnic — June 27 Easter Egg Hunt 

Grace Waters and her cousin Mike 
Lewis  

Larry Morgan and grandson Josh  

Mason Lovin 

Gail Bruynis 

Jessi and Darlene Wilkerson 

Connie Vaughn and Mary Lou Long Alice and Joanne — friends from 
Grace Community 

Laura Duvelius 
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Jerry Grant  -  April 9. Jerry’s wife Mary attends here 
as does their daughter Lesa and family (from Virginia) 
when they are in town. Jerry was an avid horseman; 
loved his family, his Lord and his animals. He proudly 
served in the U.S. Navy. Memorials may be made to 
the Pleasant Plain Presbyterian Church, SR. 132, PO 
Box 38, Pleasant Plain, Ohio 45162 

Ralph Jones passed away at home on August 2. 
Information on arrangements was not available at press 
time. There will be more info in the next newsletter. 

Carolyn Curran Kelly - June 21. Attended here; she 
was the mother of Pat Justison and grandmother of 
Emily Justison George and Rachel Light (who have 
also attended here). Pastor Kevin Waters officiated at 
the funeral service. Memorial donations are requested 
to either the Community Care Hospice of Clinton 
County or Harlan Township Life Squad.  

John McNees—June 21  John was a good friend of 
Irene Voss and the Jenkins family and visited the 
church with wife Marge when they were in the area. 
They resided in Georgia. John was 90 years old. Vic 
Jenkins noted that “John and Marge always thoroughly 
enjoyed worshiping at our church when they came to 
visit.”  Marge’s address is on the bulletin board in 
fellowship hall. 

Mary Wohlers  - Former member, passed away April 
23 in Palm Desert CA. She was the church newsletter 
editor for a time. Her husband Ron sent info regarding 
a memorial for Mary, The Animal Samaritans. The 
address and more info on Animal Samaritans is posted 
on the bulletin board in fellowship hall. There is also a 
home address for Ron. He wrote, “Thank you for all 
your kind thoughts and prayers for Mary and me. It has 
made the trip a little easier.” 

Newsletter Donor Honor Roll 
 
Wayne and Barb Conner 
Lillian Conover 
Sylvan Goodwin, Jr. 
Julie Mullalley 
 
If you would care to make a donation to help defray 
the costs of publishing and mailing the newsletter, 
please send it to Pleasant Plain Presbyterian Church, 
Attention: Gail Sargent, P.O. Box 38, Pleasant Plain 
OH 45162. 
 
Thank you,  
Gail Sargent, Newsletter Editor 15 

Bill and Nan (daughter of Edwina Simington) Dillon 
visit the Meditation Garden 

The Meditation Garden 
 
The church received memorial funds in the name of 
Edwina Simington, former member who passed away 
in 2008. The funds were used to construct a Medita-
tion Garden with  many different plants and trees be-
tween the sanctuary and the addition, on the east side 
of the church property.  
 
Those involved in the design and planting of the 
Meditation Garden included Pastor Kevin Waters, 
Roger Howry, Rex LaRue, Larry Morgan, Steve 
Schoellman, and the Y-Not Nursery. 
 
Edwina loved flowers. What better way to memorial-
ize her than with a garden. 

Send a Note/Make a Visit: 
 
Janice Fisher Daugherty is the sister of Virginia 
Brown and Bob Fisher. Janice is a resident of Sun-
rise Manor, 3434 S.R. 132, Amelia OH 45102. This 
is the same nursing home where Bill King's (Gary's 
late uncle) sister, Ann Carter, resides. Janice grew 
up in Pleasant Plain. Her family lived at the farm 
on Long Spurling Road where John and Judy Ben-
thien now reside. She would appreciate hearing 
from Pleasant Plain people. 
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